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border into Scotland with his wife and son:   the first part of his reign was
ended.

Henry's movements in exile are difficult to trace ; but he probably remained
in Scotland until June 1464, when the Scots concluded a fifteen years' truce with
Edward IV. For a year he was a fugitive in the wild hill country between
Lancashire and Yorkshire; but he was finally taken " in Clitheroe Wood " in
the company of a monk, a physician, and a servant, and he was conducted to
London. Nor can we be certain as to the treatment which he received at his
captors' hands. Yorkists maintained that he was treated " with all humanity
and reverence ; " Lancastrians, on the other hand, averred that he was starved
and beaten, clothed in rags and neglected. His patience in adversity won him
the respect of friends and foes alike : he told his captors that he would be
perfectly happy as long as they allowed him to enjoy the regular services of the
Church. Once, when taunted with the fact that he was an usurper, he observed :

My father was king of England, and peacefully possessed the crown for the whole
of his life. His father, my grandfather, was king before him. And I, a boy, crowned
almost in my cradle, was accepted as king by the whole realm, and wore the crown
for nearly forty years, every lord swearing homage and fealty to me, as they had
done to my forefathers.

The crown was again to encircle his brow. On 3rd October 1470 Edward IV.
fled to Flanders, and the Lancastrians at once went to the Tower to release
Henry. He was " a shadow " of his former self; and when they led him to
Westminster he was listless and ill. Edward was back in London in April
1471; and when he came to see Henry the old king greeted him with " Cousin,
you are welcome : my life will be safe in your hands/' He was taken with the
Yorkist army to Barnet, and in the fighting was placed so that he might be
struck down; but he came scathless out of the battle, and was taken back
to London and placed in the Tower. The defeat of his queen, and the death
of his son at Tewkesbury on 4th May, filled him with sadness : he can hardly
have known that the last motive for keeping him alive went with his boy's
death in that bloody battle. And so " on a Tuesday night, 21 May, betwixt
xi and xii of the clock, the Duke of Gloucester being then in the Tower and
many others," Henry VI. was done to death.